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Meet your Site Director for LONDON! 

 

 

Name: Olivia Ghiz 

Hometown: Medway, MA  

Year graduated: 2016 

Major/Minor: Spanish, International 

Studies/Economics  

 

 

 

  

Things I enjoy doing… 

 Traveling 

 Going to the beach 

 Salsa dancing 

 Speaking Spanish 

 Drinking good coffee 

Why did I want to be a Site Director? 

Throughout my undergraduate experience, I loved working with my peers and serving as a 

mentor to other students. I believe College of Charleston has something for everyone if you are 

connected with the right resources, and I enjoy linking students with such opportunities. My 

background in international studies has given me an appreciation for international education 

and has shown me the independence and open-mindedness that study abroad can provide. 

Through personal experience, I also know that living abroad can be challenging. I wanted to be 

a Site Director because I want to be there for the students as a guide and resource while they 

begin simultaneously their own international and university experience. 
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Things I did in college to prepare myself for the Site Director position: 

 Charleston 40 Tour Guide 

 Honors College FYE Peer Facilitator  

 Spanish Conversation Peer Teacher  

 Spanish Tutor at the Center for Student Learning  

 Study abroad experiences! 

Specific study abroad experiences I have had: 

 Tegucigalpa, Honduras (Alternative Spring Break)  

 Havana, Cuba (Maymester)  

 Buenos Aires, Argentina (CofC Semester Study Abroad) 

What I am most excited about regarding iCharleston 2017: 

As a second-year London Site Director, I am very excited to return to London and be able to deepen 

my understanding of British culture and share that with the students. It takes time to get to know a 

place, and I hope that with my knowledge I can help introduce the students to all the culture that 

London has to offer, aside from just the main tourist attractions!  

Favorite memory as a CofC student: 

While I have countless memories from my time as a student, some of my favorite memories 

happened during Tertulia, a gathering the Spanish department hosts. This event happens at a 

restaurant near campus, and professors and students get together and chat completely in Spanish. I 

loved these afternoons because it was nice to see the professors taking the time out of their days to 

socialize and help us with our Spanish! That aspect of community is something that I think 

characterizes the College of Charleston and helped make my experience as a student truly 

memorable.  

 


